
 

 

Father Ben Nwosu the Third Sunday of 

Advent  on Saturday December 11, 2021 

with 35 in attendance. 
 

  Contributions received in December 

Offertory Collection:  $        2,158 

Other:     $           446 

Building Fund   $           100 

Monthly Budgeted:  $        5,167 

                                                                -2,463 
 

Monday December 20 

 Jesus and Coffee Meets 10 am 

Miller Hall 

 
 4:00 pm Friday December 24th 

Christmas Eve. Vigil 

+BRAD CARTER 

 
4:00 pm Friday December 31st 

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 

+TIM TABOR 

 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY 

AND JOSEPH 

CELEBRATED DECEMBER 25TH 
3:30 pm - Rosary 

3:30 pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:00 pm – Eucharist 

                       + VINCENT SALA 

 

     Catholic Stewardship Appeal 
CSA Goal for St Bernadette Church is 

$4,080. Donations and pledges  as of 

12/06/2021 are $1,745 (43%). Please be 

generous and help us reach our goal. 

 

   St Bernadette Pray For Us! 
 

 Parishioners residing in Hermitage 

Nursing & Rehabilitation Center: Sally 

Fleenor, Franz Hallatschek and Louise 

Vannicola                    
             

                 DECEMBER PRAYER REQUESTS 

Sally Fleenor, Franz 

Hallatschek, Louise 

Vannicola, Marie Kenny, 

Darrel Tenholder, Greta 

Northern, Monica Owen, 

Rodney Schaefer, Kathi 

Kissinger, Mary Ann 

Tenholder, and the repose of the soul of 

Floyd Sutton. 
            

                     PRAY FOR OUR SERVICE 

               MEN AND WOMEN IN HARMS WAY 
Matthew Bialek, Alex Eisininger, 

Logan Eldred, Mark Holm,  Michael 

Greenleaf, David Murphy, Houston 

Noah, Caitlin Schaefer, Addi Schaefer and Faith 

Schaefer. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Toys for Kids wrapped  up the 2021 Toy 

drive this week and the committee would 

like to thank everyone for the generous 

donations and use of the Parish Center 

for the distribution.  
 

The ADVENT “Word Among Us” and the  

January 2022 issue are available in the 

basket in Miller Hall. Please pick yours up 

and consider picking one up for our 

homebound members. Also 2022 

Catholic Calendars are available on the 

table in Miller Hall. 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

CELEBRATED ON SATURDAY, 

DECEMBER 18th AT 4 pm 

Office Hours: Mon, Tues, & Thurs, 8:30a.m.– 1:30p.m. 

Wed. By Appointment 

Pastor: Father Benjamin Nwosu 
bnwosu@diojeffcity.org 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Saturday 3:30 – 3:45 p.m.  

Rosary:  3:30 p.m.  Eucharist:  4:00 p.m. 

Like us on Facebook 

(facebook.com/stbernadettehermitage)St Bernadette’s 

website:   www.https://stbernadette.diojeffcity.org 

 

 St Bernadette Church is a center of 

  charity where we pray, grow, love, 

   and learn to live like Jesus Christ                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

http://www.https/stbernadette.diojeffcity.org


 

 

St. Nicholas is said to have inspired this 
Christmas tradition. 

The old man went to bed sad that night. There 

is no worse feeling for a father than being 

powerless to protect his children and give 

them a good life. And it seemed as though he 

had failed in this regard. It had been a hard 

year, and he and his daughters barely had 

enough money to live on from day to day. 

There was no way he could provide a dowry 

for them. Without that, they couldn’t marry 

and faced a life of slavery. 

His daughters were afraid, too, but tried to be 

hopeful. They spoke words of comfort to each 

other as they did their evening chores. Maybe 

something good would come along, maybe a 

miracle would happen, they said. Scrubbing 

their stockings clean as best they could, they 

hung them up by the window to dry near the 

dying fire. Then they went to bed. 

The next morning, the daughters went to 

collect their stockings. But as they 

approached the window where they hung, 

what did they see? The stockings were 

stretched out of shape, with a lump of 

something in the toes. They quickly 

investigated, and nearly cried for joy when 

they found gold coins in each one—more than 

enough to pay a good dowry. They ran to tell 

their father, and all four gave thanks to God. 

Indeed, a miracle had happened. 

God’s agent that night had been a clever and 

generous soul named Nicholas. He had heard 

of the father’s plight and, wishing to spare the 

father the shame of accepting charity, had 

snuck to the window during the night and 

tossed the money inside, where it had landed 

inside the girls’ stockings. Nicholas had saved 

the day—and started a tradition. 

This legend of the Christmas stockings is one 

of the most famous stories handed down to us 

about St. Nicholas, the 4th-century bishop of 

Myra in modern-day Turkey. Nicholas has 

become the symbol of generosity everywhere 

Christmas is celebrated. 

The Altar and Rosary Society would 

like to thank everyone for the 

generous donations to the Giving 

Tree.  The group was able to purchase 

several nice gifts, books, lotions, 

snacks and other items to make up 

some nice bags to distribute to the 

residents of the Hermitage Nursing 

and Rehab Center and the home 

bound of our parish. Thank you for 

helping to spread some Christmas Joy 

this year to those who might not have 

been fortunate enough to otherwise 

receive anything.  
 

It is our pleasure to announce the elected 

members who will be joining incumbents 

Nancy Rotert and Ron Carter on the 

Parish Council.  Jane Klenke and Mike 

Kern were reelected to continue their 

service.  New members joining the 

Council are Bonnie Juene and  Jim 

Huening.  Please feel free to bring any 

concerns or suggestions to any of the 

Council Members.  We are here to 

represent you. The next meeting will be 

January 11th at 2:00 pm in Miller Hall.    

 

 The Altar & Rosary 

Society Cookbooks are 

available for purchase 

before and after mass or 

during office hours. The 

cost is $10 each. Please 

consider purchasing 

these memorable cookbooks as Christmas 

gifts. All proceeds go to the Altar & Rosary 

Society. Thank you for your support.  

 

Reflection for    

Luke 1:39-45 

This Gospel shows 

Elizabeth and her 

unborn son, John, 

reacting to the 

nearness of the 

unborn Christ.  We 

know that 

Elizabeth immediately understood that 

Mary was pregnant with the Lord. The 

Gospel tells us that she was filled with 

the Holy Spirit.  But how could John, who 

was still inside the womb, somehow 

comprehend what was going on, to the 

point that he would leap for joy? 

 Maybe this teaches us that we don't 

need to see God working in the world or 

solving our personal problems before we 

can leap for joy. We don't have to 

understand what God is doing, or even 

know his plans. 

 The joy that we receive, which comes 

from recognizing the presence of Christ, 

is God's Christmas gift to us.  It is a joy 

that comes from a faith that appreciates 

God for working mercifully in our lives in 

ways that we can see and ways that we 

cannot see. No matter if we are suffering 

or feeling elated, we can learn to 

recognize Christ’s presence, and feel 

joy. 

 This is the time of year when we tend to 

frequently contemplate what it means to 

possess joy. We reflect on our level of, 

"Christmas Spirit", or the lack of it.  For 

decades, it’s made for the central story 

line of many of our favorite Christmas 

stories.  We find ourselves asking, how, 

or where, can we find real joy?  At some 

point in our maturation process, we've 

come to realize that the receiving end of 

the gifting process doesn't bring with it 

the excitement that we had as children.   

 But where does real joy come 

from?  Well, the Scriptures tell us that it 

comes from a true conversion to faith 

through the Holy Spirit.  Once we 

become immersed in Jesus’ presence in 

our lives, everything changes. We find a 

peace in knowing that he is in control of 

our circumstances. 


